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EXCERPTS FROM THE CIVIL-WAR DIARY 
LUCIEN PAYNE ROGERS 


Assistant Professor English 
Bucknell University 


INTRODUCTION 


Civil-War diary Lucien Payne Rogers much more 
revelation personality and character than account 
of, commentary on, the times and events represents. Rogers’ 
great devoutness and his exacting moral standards are everywhere 
evident. fundamentalist religion and member the Presby- 
terian Church, often expressed great sense sinfulness 
his own part; and was probably more pained what con- 
sidered his own shortcomings than was the shortcomings 
saw others. constantly condemned himself for his lack 
moderation eating, which took physical indication 
moral weakness. suffered much from the vulgar and obscene 
language and the unholy activities the soldiers around him that 
army life was sometimes trial him. His sense sin, however, 
stems directly from deep-rooted and honest conviction what 
right. Rogers further discloses himself serious but gentle 
young man who gathered about himself large circle friends, 
both the army and civilian life. His acts kindness put 
many his debt, but his unaffected geniality removed all traces 
their feelings indebtedness. attracted friends for the sake 
friendship alone. 


the light Rogers’ character difficult understand how 
could have permitted himself make the one mistake that 
made when joined the United States Army. Lucien Payne 
Rogers, grandfather, was born Warren, Pennsylvania, 
October 1838. When was about twenty-one years old, went 
Ogle County, Illinois, where taught school during the winter 
1861-1862 and where turned farming the spring 
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1862. Swept away wave patriotism that was increased 
recruiting activities northern the summer 1862, 
volunteered for enlistment Company 92nd Volun- 
teer Infantry Regiment, and went Camp Fuller Rockford, 
Illinois, mustered in. There was found that the company 
was overstrength, and Rogers was refused muster the nominal 
ground that did not meet the physical requirements the army. 
the urging his cousin Henry Bradshaw, first sergeant the 
company, Rogers remained the camp. Bradshaw took him see 
Captain Henry Barker, who had recruited for Company 
74th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Barker told Rogers 
that one Job Greenbaum had been mustered but that had dis- 
appeared and that Rogers could join the company would 
take Greenbaum’s place and answer his name. The captain 
promised that would have the records straightened out and 
Rogers regularly mustered within month two. Rogers, 
ignorant army ways and blinded enthusiasm, took the captain 
entirely his word and consented informally joining the com- 
pany and answering Greenbaum’s name. 

late August early September, 1862, joined Company 
74th Regiment; and answered Greenbaum’s name and ac- 
cepted pay his name for year before began make strenuous 
efforts have his status properly established. During that year, 
however, Rogers made attempt pose Greenbaum 
conceal his true name. was known all the company Lucien 
Rogers, and his company knew that answered roll calls 
Greenbaum’s name. This practice was common enough for the 
men accept Rogers with little questioning. Rogers re- 
fused mustered under Greenbaum’s name when the com- 
pany was next mustered in; and when refused answer any 
longer Greenbaum’s name, Greenbaum was officially reported 
desertion. Rogers remained with the company until June 29, 
1864, when left the army manner informal that 
which had joined it. June Captain Barker was killed 
the Battle Kenesaw Mountain, Georgia. Henry Bradshaw, 
Rogers’ cousin, had been made officer and had been transferred 
Rogers’ company earlier, and upon Barker’s death assumed 
command the company. then refused help Rogers further. 
the twenty-eighth June gave Rogers pass, and the 
next day Rogers left the company and severed his connection with 


the 
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the army. made his way back Chattanooga, where got 
work with the Construction Corps, civilian organization that was 
doing construction work for the army. After the war ended, Rogers 
continued his efforts have his military records cleared; but 
was not until July 31, 1914, that special act Congress his 
status soldier was finally established. 

spite this experience and its consequences, Rogers’ later 
life was honorable and unspectacular his military career 
had been. returned Warren, Pennsylvania, and there married 
Sarah Baldwin Shattuck Groton, Massachusetts; had six chil- 
dren; engaged lumbering, furniture manufacturing, and oil 
production and happily lived out his long life until July 17, 1931, 
when died. 

Rogers’ Civil-War diary daily record period extending 
from April 16, 1863, January 1865, except for ten-day 
period November, 1863, when reached the end the first 
book, and for one other day when unaccountably forgot write. 
Rogers wrote from the point view most natural him his 
position private soldier assigned general duty first and 
special duty cook later. was primarily concerned with 
those things that touched him personally, and was posi- 
tion see the large movements the army the war. He, 
consequently, reveals himself very much the universal soldier 
who might found army ancient Greece Rome 
army present-day Korea. 

The regiment which Rogers belonged was part the great 
Army the Cumberland. The position his outfit the general 
scheme evident the following ascending list organizations 
with their commanding officers 


Company F., Capt. Henry Barker 

74th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment, Lt. Col. James 
Kerr 

Brigade, Col. Sidney Post 

Division, Brig. Gen. Jefferson Davis 

20th Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook 

Department the Cumberland, Gen. William Rose- 
crans 


The officers named above were command their respective units 
June 30, 1863; but army personnel the Civil War, like army 
personnel all wars, was continually changing. 
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Rogers started his diary when his regiment was few miles 
south Nashville, Tennessee, not far from Murfreesboro. 
records the movements the regiment 1863 marched 
southward the spring and southeastward Lookout Mountain 
September. traces its path the Tennessee Valley 
Loudon, Tennessee, the late fall; and retraces the follow- 
ing spring, when the regiment moved down into Georgia Kene- 
saw Mountain, about twenty miles north Atlanta. Here Rogers 
left the army June 29, 1864; but his diary continues through the 
rest that year and records his experiences first carpenter 
and then cook the Construction Corps and near 
Chattanooga. 

Rogers’ diary written three small, black, pocket-sized books, 
each being somewhat different size, binding, and paper from 
the others. For the most part wrote pencil, and almost all 
that writing clear and legible today. few pages near the end 
the third book, however, are written ink that has faded 
the point The first entry makes clear that the 
diary was begun April 16, 1863. obvious that the last 
entry, January 1865, does not close the diary formally. Un- 
doubtedly Rogers continued his diary for some time beyond that 
date, but none the members the Rogers family can recall 
ever having seen any except the three books that now exist. 

The passages selected for reprinting here are those that con- 
tain materials the greatest general interest and those that, 
the same time, reflect the flavor the whole diary and reveal 
Rogers’ personality and character. These portions are reproduced 
nearly possible they appear the original. Rogers used 
punctuation speak of, and his spelling often phonetic. 
Only for the sake intelligibility have corrections emendations 
been made, and these are all appropriately indicated. order 
maintain the continuity the whole, summarizing statements 
placed brackets have been inserted where omissions cause breaks. 


Lucien Rogers 
74th Regt. Ill. Vols. 
First Brigaid first division 
20th 
Army the Cumberland 
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Thursday April 16th/63 Have been long time without diary 
felt though ought keep some account life put the straps 
camp stool had co. drill twice wrote letter Libbie 
Blackman’ did not feel first rate quite sick worked 
fortifications yesterday had pleasant day today they took one 
tent from our co. had dress parade 

Friday 17th George was pritty sick this morning with informa- 
tions the bowells tended upon him till was much easier had 
drill and long tedious brigaid drill which prved the 
lack drill our [o]fficers made sick Soldiering—no 
mail for today George better tonight will stay with him 
tonight 

Friday April 24th The order was for picket half past seven 
but did not finished letter Mother sent $21.00 
drew two months pay... 

Sunday April 26th Was detailed for fatigue early police 
grounds—an order came round the bathe 
complied—no mail for today—attended preaching the 
got some tracts paper read which ware very acceptable had 
greens for supper ate too much—had dress parade the Gamblers 
ware active doing much evil shame Soldier. threatened 
rain 

Monday 27th Went for timber pitch our shelter tents but 
retain our mail went out brigaid drill 
front Gen. headquarters the day was pleasant but 
raining now have not felt very well today 

Friday May Started for picket seven half clock 
went the old station across stone river have four relieves 
and has been beautiful day the leaves most the trees 
are out full size beautiful place here old rebble camp 
feel very lame and sore also down hearted increased account 
receiving mail 

Saturday 9th Stood twice post last night felt pritty bad ware 


1Lived near Rockford, Rogers was engaged her for time. See 
entries for Jan. 17, 1864, and Dec. 27, 1864. 

Bradshaw, Elida, Winnebago Co., first cousin 
Rogers,’ who was later assigned officer Rogers’ regiment. 

River, Tenn. 

*22nd Indiana Vol. Regt., attached the Brig., which Rogers’ regi- 
ment was also part. 

Bell-shaped tents, devised Gen. Sibley. 

Philip Sheridan, then commanding the 3rd Brig. 
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relieved good time the 15th came tired drew rations 
received good letter from Libbie Blackman and 
washed with Hallack® was very pleasant today the news from 
Gen. Hooker’s army quite cheering again hope may prove 

Monday May 18th Had Co. drill seven inspection noon 
Sent letter Mother with five dollars had Bat. drill after 
four clock dress parad wrote the report 
are going Knoxville Tenn. guard there nothing 
cirtain came back and took command today have the diareah 

May the regiment marched miles toward Shelbyville 
and assumed outpost 

Friday May 22nd Ware roll call went the river and 
took bath wrote Mr. mail for today either 
seams strange—the cavelry made splendid charge this morn 
surprising and completely destroying the camp and taking most 
them prisenors the sulters [for came the boys 
cleaned him out completely deserved 

Monday 25th Ware line soon after three. the traitor 
have passed day light for the rebble lines they 
refuse first admit him but did finerly Wrot 
the morning received letter from and answered it. the 
news from Gen. Grants army truly cheering Vixburgh reported 


Missouri Vol. Inf. Regt., 2nd Brig. 

Possibly Horace Greeley’s New York Tribune. 

Hallock, Rockford, killed Dallas, Ga., May 28, 1864. 

This news was not true, for Hooker had fallen back from Chancellors- 
ville, Va., the sixth. 

Wallace Walters, Rockford, the 92nd Regt. 

Capt. Henry Barker, Rogers’ company commander. 

Filley, who lived near Lane, now Rochelle, 

Men who followed the armies and sold various and sundry things the 
soldiers. 

This intended for reference Clement Vallandigham (1820-1871), 
Ohio Democrat pronounced Copperhead leanings. May 16, 1863, 
was convicted expressing treasonable sympathy for the Confederacy. 
was sentenced imprisonment, but Lincoln changed the sentence one 
banishment the Confederacy. May 19, 1863, the President directed 
Gen. Burnside have Vallandigham sent under guard the headquarters 
Gen. Rosecrans, then command the Department the Cumberland, 
put beyond the military lines. For more detailed account another 
eyewitness, see Society the Seventy-Fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, 
Reunion Proceedings and History the Regiment (Rockford, 1903), 
pp. 19-20. See also John Nicolay and John Hay, eds., The Complete Works 
Abraham Lincoln (New York, 1905), VIII, 278. 

Cornelia Bradshaw, Rogers’ first cousin and sister George and Henry 
Bradshaw. 
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had warm but pleasant day feel pritty well but the 
diereah troubles some 

Sunday May was quite cool last night stood sentinal 
twice slept from eleven half passed two the picket lines were 
changed this morning and they fail notify till after tenn 
listened serman from the Chaplain the 22nd from the text 
Come unto all that labour are heavy laden and will give 
you rest. preached after dress parade from the [text] 
found Romans chapt, 16th verse done well attended prayer 
meeting the the evening had profitable time the first 
part the day seamed like any day but Sunday but the latter 
part seemed different not feel very well but trust all God 

Tuesday [June] Went the river and took bath was de- 
tailed for picket rained torents, went the station the 
pike and noon was ordered Station no. 
division went first four picket lines have been extended 
had mail news has been cloudy and threatened rain, feel 
pritty well are with the Ind[iana] Regt. boys they are 
kind but rough 

[The regiment crossed Stone River June 4.] 

Saturday June 6th Was duty from twelve till four this 
morning ware relieved good time and came was under Capt 
Johnson very good officer received letter from went 
the river and took bath and washed went over the convalesant 
camp and found George after some difficulty has been warm 
pleasant day—Shaved and left chin whiskers the news very 
good from Vixburgh 

Tuesday 16th was before light and ready start soon 
after six was hot and our loads ware heavy which made the 
five miles march pritty hard are located very shady 
pleasant after resting while wrote Libbie 
long letter word from home yet. the news [g]reat im- 
portance Lees army marching into more troops 
ordered into the field trust every time the care God 


Vicksburg, Miss., was not taken until July 1863. 

Commodore Perry, colored preacher whom Rogers admired. 

Ill. Vol. Inf. Regt. 

War slang for position. 

army was preparing move into Pennsylvania, but Lee himself 
did not enter that state until the 26th. 
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Sunday June 21st Went pond and took bath quite early 
felt pritty weak slept part the forenoon have not attended 
preaching had the Tract Journal** read Nearly every member 
our co. has the bad habit card pla[y]ing cards [sic] and keep 
much Sunday any day seems strange soldiers should 
thoughtless—My christian love seems very cold 

[On June 24-25 the regiment passed through Bell Buckle and 
Liberty Gap, 

Friday June 26th took the front last night and slept very 
sound just the rear our pickets ware soon after three 
and ordered get comfortable breakfast had order not 
leave the ranks without written purmit nothing but wounds 
death will taken excuse have layed here line 
with the enemy sight all day the pickets have kept firing 
all day some few wounded the 22nd has rained quite hard 
showers the excitement battle has worn off with prospect 
march tonight this the battle ground yesterday went out 
shirmishers 

[On June the regiment crossed Duck River and went toward 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., where remained few 

Wednesday July started soon after sun rise order 
was isued throw out knapsacks nesesary and the work 
distruction began thousands knapsack ware thrown out and 
rifled the little valuables and thousands dollars worth 
clothing blankets tramped the mud was hard sight 
see many poor soldirs thir all was teriable 
warm day rode little while before dark was hard day 
for got good clothing for old and sword portfolio 
and some other things 

regiment marched through Wartrace and Tullahoma 
Winchester, Tenn.] 

Monday July 13th Went detail pick berris done pritty 
well got back before noon wrote subject the old 
habit eating too much was good day small shower not 
very warm 

Wednesday July 15th was pleasant this morning was detailed 
draw rations from Brigd Head Qrs are now able draw 


Tract Journal, 1859-1865, pudlished the American Tract Society. 
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full rations except meat detail went for berris they done pritty 
well wrote George received paper the Religious 
the news Port Hudson has with 18,000 good 
[word omitted] the order have drill the morning 
bat.[talion drill the] 

Sunday 19th Had inspection half past nine procured 
pass went church listened sermon from the 
25th Chap[lain] the morning one from Comadore the 
Colored people then on[e] from the 25th again who like very 
much rose from private the ranks his present position 
the house was filled overflow[ing] after dress parade attend 
preaching the 75th How hard for fix mind 
and comprehend the love God seems that totally un- 
worthy the love blessed Savior 

Monday July 20th Went fatigue six for little while 
our was very small only drilled the manuell arms— 
went found them very pleanty got some apples 
which fear did wrong helped Lieut. little—had 
Battalion drill was pleasant not very warm 

Thursday 23d Had Co. drill bayonnett exersize like [it] 
but hard work went berying found them pleanty 
about peck short time had short good Bat. drill 
good deal praise from the They are paying off the 59th** 
will probably get ours tomorrow next day the news con- 
tinues good 

Friday July 24th Slept cold and suffered much with the tooth 
and head ache felt bad but went drill the manual and 
bayonnett exorcise went fatigue was very hot had 
battalion drill here the grove short the news continues good 
fixed shade [shed?] must for some cedar for bead 

Tuesday July 28th The co. drill went off usual bery party 


The Religious Telescope, founded 1835, was published Dayton, Ohio, 
the interest the United Brethren. 

Port Hudson, La., fell the Union Army July 

Winchester, Tenn. 

25th Ill. Vol. Inf. Regt. the Brigade. 

Woods, Byron, first lieutenant Rogers’ Company. 
Rogers was with him private home Winchester, Tenn., for two weeks 
before the lieutenant died August 12, 1863. 

Col. James Kerr, then commanding the 74th Vol. Inf. Regt. 

59th Ill. Vol. Inf. Regt. the Brigade. 
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was detailed wrote Cousin Cornelia the paymaster came 
two and p[a]yed off—it troubles very much the way 
the service would that had done right the start but was 
all ignorance part, attended pray meeting with 
feel depressed acct. wrong doing 

Saturday Aug Had headach last night but stood very 
well had Brigd Review tenn was very warm went 
through all right Peter Kershaw and Rimerhorn from the 
ware over see had good visit with Kershaw who 
Seargent took horseback ride with him the first since leaving 
the north should like with that Regt. again now with 
Lieut. [Cyrenius Woods] private house 

Sunday Aug 2nd Lieut. had pritty hard time last night 
was several times with him the Dr. came see him this morn- 
ing evning staid with him pritty close all day seemed 
little better tonight there has been preaching close should 
like have attended they are very kind people have 
headach was very warm 

Tuesday Aug 4th Got revellee was pleasant felt 
pritty well Lieut rested quite well and seems better the Dr. called 
and gave orders have the bead changed finished letter 
Libbie ideas wandered made poor out [sic] writing 
was very warm time passes very pleasant although have pass 
alone nearly. the lady the house quite sociable Member 
the Presbyterian Church but the true Souther blood 

[Rogers remained with Lt. Woods constantly for the next 

Wednesday Aug. 12th The Lieut failed slowly during the night 
Charles set with after midnight the Chap- 
lain came this morning the Col. came who seemed very much 
affected lay down took nap change came over the 
Lieut. little before four when lay his back unconcious 
for fifteen minutes and expired died easy seemed relief 
know his sufferings ware ended death him seemed have 
terors the citizens ware very kind offer their services assisted 
laying him out then went camp 


Rogers had first volunteered for enlistment the 92d Vol. Inf. Regt. 
and had been Camp Fuller, for few days with that regiment. 

The home Mr. and Mrs. George Engleman Winchester, Tenn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Engleman. 

friend Rogers’ company, from New Milford, 
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Thursday Aug 13th Went down with the capt. and Maj. and 
settled the Lieut accts. came back began letter Mother the 
war marched down escorted the body the Depot rained 
cloudy and cool mail for 

Aug. the regiment began moving southeastward across 
the mountains towards Stevenson, Ala.] 

Monday Aug 24th Did not feel very well this morning recived 
good letter from Mother one from Cornelia wrote Hulda** 
cleared our ground was very hot how rejoiced would all 
this war would but close and could home 

regiment moved southeastward across the mountains, 
crossing the state line into the northwest corner Georgia and 
reaching Lookout Mountain Sept. 12.] 

Wednesday Sept 9th Felt bad this morning wors after break- 
fast the Bridg moved out was detailed foriag 
escort went out eight miles found pleanty every thing think 
some true Union people, procured all the apples peaches 
wanted our return the Brigd all went out but our Regt. the first 
time have been left much alone 

Saturday 12th Was relieved this morning the citizens flock 
take the oath good many deserters the people the house seem 
very friendly, this went with Eddy Simpson Lookout 
was well paid for the sight was grand the extreme 
extended had birds eye view 

Friday 18th went round see the refugee women who tell 
hard story was detailed for picket attended mount but did not 
across the Mt. till night foot sore and lame not more than 
half the Regt. stacked arms was very hard 

Saturday Sept. 19th had hard bead slept cold very 
stony place, about tenn went the top the Mt. where had 
the most extended view ever had battle was with 
the lines visable the clouds smoke dust the movements 
both forces could see[n] the dust only lasted about 


Hulda Baily, Ogle Co., Ill. Rogers had worked her father’s farm 
before joining the army. 

Umbrella Rock Lookout Mountain (?). 

was part the Battle Chickamauga, Sept. 18-20. Rogers’ regi- 
ment was detailed train guards and did not take part the battle with 
the 20th Army Corps. 


BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY STUDIES 
hour has been about cold was yesterday has seemed 
like Sunday all day 

Sunday 20th Slept very cold think had frost marched about 
seven very fast for fifteen miles the cavelry first repulsed 
where lay line couple hours near the hospital then 
moved back are cut off from the main army the rebs 
took possession stoped after dark drew rations where 
lay till starting stoping till two then moved two miles neare[r] 
Chata. lame and foot sore there was heavy fighting all day nearly 
the camp full prisnors 

Monday Sept. 21st Felt pritty sore camped about six miles 
from Chatanooga took positions line battle short dis- 
tance the front where lay all day expecting the Reble cavelry 
which was about mile the front but did not advance there was 
heavy canonading far the left know nothing the result 
thus far but think hope for the best from the movement things 
think are the gain think would stand where duty calls 
Tuesday Sept. 22nd was guard, ware marched 


three moved the rear three miles when ware liable 


out flanked then retreated came out the rebs came into posi- 
tions but few shells from the hard beat Wes. dispersed them 
received with joy ware immediately put the outer line 
commenced fortifying threw pritty strong defenses notwith- 
standing the rebs shelled our batterys ware too much for them 
there was quite little fight our left the rebs took one line 
our defenses but our shells soon drove them back got very tired 

Wednesday Sept 23d was three ready after break- 
fast day light went help the 59th throw works worked 
hard till about noon the rebs are very quiet and contrary our 
expectations did not attack us. their skirmishers are sight re- 
ceived good letter from Mother gun two from the fort 
shelling the hill woods the east without getting reply Gen. 
came yesterday with his forces which caused great 
cheering think Gen Grants forces must the 


Rogers’ regiment, after having been cut off from the main army the 
twentieth, rejoined the division and entered Chattanooga this date, Gen. 
Bragg having withdrawn. 

Ambrose Burnside brought his forces from Knoxville. 

Gen. Grant brought his forces from Vicksburg, Miss., but did not arrive 
until Oct. 23. 
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dust flies great col. there hearty cheering Gen Rosecrans* 
came round the lines was lustily cheered was detailed cut trees 

[Fighting continued through the next week, until the first 
October. The first two weeks October were generally quiet for 
Rogers’ regiment. 

Tuesday Oct. 13th was reported last evning that tomorrow 
was the Election day for the Ohio troops the rebs ware going 
interfere but the hard rain begun last night must have deterred 
them they have been very quiet all day has been warm rain 
drew two third rations which very well have not been 
the Dr. feel pritty well 

regiment remained quietly garrison for the next 
five weeks, although was within hearing distance firing. 
Nov. began march northward the Tennessee Valley. 
The Battle Lookout Mountain began Nov. 23.] 

Wednesday Nov. 25th Took breakfast the house contra- 
who had cooked good stile took another road back 
Mr. Robinsons better one stop five miles beyond had 
pleasant day bot. [bought] 1/2 bush. meal 

Saturday Nov. 28th Was guard rained twords morning. 
started good season the rain continued till noon the roads ware 
very bad. arived the river before dark just column 
7,000 prisoners ware crossing correlled here the wind was 
very cold the news good from the front 

Sunday Nov. 29th The whole detail was guard last night 
there was very cold wind all night crossed the river day 
light proceeded Brigd wher soon learned the fate 
our Regt. the [word omitted] had been killed upwards 
forty wounded our lost one killed three wounded poor 
was killed Erichson badly wounded but the others slightly 
the Regt. has gone out has been cold raw day recd. letter 
from Burt one from Libbie one from Henry 

Tuesday Dec was another cold night reported about 
seven started crossing the Chickamauga its mouth going 

“Gen. William Rosecrans was the Commanding General the De- 
partment the Cumberland. 

Civil War colloquialism: Negro slave, especially fugitive captured 
slave (NED). 

“George Fisher, Winnebago, killed battle Missionary 


Ridge, Nov. 29, 1863. 
Rogers’ first cousin, brother George and Cornelia Bradshaw, Elida, 
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the river passed field Hospital Gen Grants. passed through 
Otawa** where three beautiful flags were flung the breese came 
about miles stoped where the chickens suffered 
had fine day good roads 

Wednesday Dec. 2nd started went about four miles where 
found good Union people who ware over joyed our arival 
take took till night load took till after dark get 
camp there little fear the rebs will attack had pleasant 
day 

regiment moved northward through Harrison, Tenn., 
the 

Saturday Dec. 5th reported seven but ware dismissed 
went hall wood cut one load drew one rebel 
unloading which jammed hand very bad very paneful 
the midle fing[er] left hand think broke but Dr. Elin- 
seems think not very bad lost one gloves 
rained very little 

Thursday Dec. 10th Suffered much with hand last night 
went down the Hospital showed our new surgon Dr. 
who thought was doing well. The wounded present 
pitiful sight wrote Cousin Henry Bradshaw had warm pleasant 
day news particular feel well 

Friday Dec. 11th There was heavy fog this morning. 
self made cake hard tack was pritty rich went 
outo Lookout fine view had went the Hospital see 
Dr. Elinwood who thought could get furlow have started 
the wind blows like rain 

Saturday Dec. 12th Slept pritty well Marquis made 
out furlow went the Dr. with whos [who has] promised 
send around find Alby the Hospital wounded 
the arm wants home with came have 


Hamilton Co., Tenn. 

Civil-War slang: secessionist. 

Shebang: Civil-War slang for soldier’s tent hut. 
Charles Ellinwood was regimental surgeon. 

Sherman Ferson, mustered Dec. 1863. 

Marcus Parmele, evidently the company clerk. 

Alba Miller, Co. 

Publication the United Brethren. 


‘ 


CIVIL-WAR DIARY LUCIEN PAYNE ROGERS 


thought speaking some officer about name think will 

has rained since ten going stay 

Sunday Dec. 13” was cold damp day account which 
the want suitable clothing remained from Chirch spent the 

quiet broken only the intrusion those less contented 

than myself John Patterson was over from the Pioneer 

report that Longstreet his entire command has been 
for which the salute guns ware fired yesterday 
from for[t] 

Saturday Dec. 19th Had pritty cold night again, about noon 
started with for Lookout though the assent was very 
steep ware well paid the whole country for hundred miles 
around lay like map before us. but went little too far 
was arrested for the first time taken very 
pritty little place and was kept two hours was very cold all day. 
Mr. Mulford here tonight 

[Rogers starts his 

Monday Dec. 21st Arose early made all arrangements started 
for the boat ariving just time started nine there was 
quite loud cold wind but got along pritty well the scenery 
the ruggedest immaginable along the arrived 
three got transportation for Nashville went Steven- 

Tuesday Dec 22nd Staid the car started four notwith- 
standing the opposition Officers Conductor the contrary 
stoped very often but came through safe they run very careful 
arived here about four tired but find exalent accommodations 
the soldiers with every attention [sic] has been pleasant 

Wednesday Dec. 23d Had good bunk slept alone ware 
four our furlows transportation ware ready took the cars 
second class, seven grewe more like sivilization til 


Pioneer Brigade, attached Gen. Hq., Dept. the Cumberland. 

Longstreet had made orderly withdrawal from Fort Sanders 
(Knoxville), this report was erroneous. 
Div., 4th Army Corps, was commanded Brig. Gen. Thomas 
Wood. 

Henry O’Brien, Cherry Valley, 

Summertown, Tenn., meant. This town the northern- 
most point Lookout Mountain overlooking Chattanooga. 

“Tennessee River. 

Jackson Co., Ala. 

Jackson Co., Ala. 
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arived one man was killed took buss 
took the car, eight half 

Thursday Dec. 24th Slept some found the morning had 
stoped train had run off ware hindered till noon was due 
Indianopalous five went the sodurs home poor place took 
the cars a[t] nine night for Crestline® was crowded 

Friday Dec 25th run all night stoped Cristline 
seven till after noon found very kind people had good breakfast 
turkey dinner made close connection Cleveland arived 
Erie seven stoped the Mansion house was the best road 
today ever was 

Saturday Dec. 26th Breakfasted six took the cars for Warren” 
tenn half met several knew arived Warren After noon 
Took every one surprise and all seemed glad see 
was surprised was greeted home one can 
wher else tired out 

Saturday Jan High wind with the thermometer tenn 
degrees below zero this morning stayed Aunt Libbi[e’]s came 
home this P.M. found all well and feel there place like home 
amid all the gayities life 

Tuesday Jan. 5th Was before light started with 
Minny for Sugar with the sleigh had 
snowed considerable during the night had pleasant [word omitted] 
came back but too late for meeting 

Monday Jan 11th Was waited for the buss and 
Miss ware the cars together with many others knew 
box brok[e] open Erie lay over till four fixed 
had pleasant trip here Clev. assisted lady change cars 

Wednesday Jan. 13th Rode all night day light ware 
White had several slight break downs ware late into 
Chicago took dinner there have felt bad all day box looked 


Thompsonville, Franklin Co., 

Wayne Ill. 

Crawford Co., Ohio. 

Rogers’ home was Pleasant Township, just south Warren, Pa. 

Friends Rogers.’ George probably George Mead. 

village about miles northeast Warren. 

Sarah Baldwin Shattuck, whom Rogers married, April 13, 1872. 

Probably place Indiana, but not current maps. 
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bad left Chicago have lost the check Rockford tonight 
has been pleasant day 


Sunday Jan 17th Slept very little took morning walk stayed 
all day had very pleasant time promised mine when 
this cruel war over happy day. visited Mrs. 
this evening Hulda good girl stayed all night 

Monday Jan 18th was frosty morn. went 
hitched took around see the people then after noon 
let take his rig had first rat[e] ride with Libbie through 
the grove but had bid good all though dear has been 
beautiful day Morises wrote home 


Tuesday Jan. 19th Slept with was early took 
good time for the cars found good company along 
the road called Filley every one seems glad see 
found box all right have procured transportation at- 
tended church this evning the home good place 


Wednesday 18th [sic] Took the cars half past six came very 
slow arived here Indianopalous about dark have lay over 
have felt most sick how hard seems back from such dear 
friends but must 


Thursday Jan Stayed the Cal’a. House with Ger- 
man friend. Started for Louisville nine twenty had pritty 
good [word omitted] arrived here Louisville about dark was 
furnished Omnibus ride across the river had touch neuralogy 


Friday Jan 22nd All things being ready started after seven 
old car crowded with very rough set drinking swearing 
fighting using very obscene language which made sick 
heart hate the war but found few uncontaminated. there 
snow here the home 


Saturday Jan 23d Slept the flor with martial clok around 
got all things ready start for the front wrote Libbie dear 
went the State house. went the cars after dinner started 
three box cars. was day 


Blackman. 

Mother Hulda and wife the man for whom Rogers had farmed 
before the war. 

Morris Clark, from whose father Rogers had rented farm the 
spring 1862. 

Ransom Clark, Morris’ brother. 

Now Rochelle, Ogle Co., 
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Sunday Jan. 24th Rode all night till tenn arived Chatta- 
nooga went qts had gone home all seemed glad 
see went camp found good many all whom had many 
questions ask went convalescent camp just like summer 

[Rogers had not been mustered when his regiment had last 
been. spent several days Chattanooga trying mustered 
under his own name before joining his regiment, which was still 
the Chickamauga River few miles northeast Chattanooga.] 

Saturday Jan 30th was cloudy rained some wrote Hulda 
went look for the Provo guards but did not find them had 
hair cut stoped the office the Christian got 
paper they are exalent institution moved over Regt. 
pitched tent went church this evning 

Thursday Feb. 4th were notified early ready ware 
time soon after seven with all our effects which carried 
over Mission Ridge across the Chicamauga wher halted 
early for the night left the rough society soldier[s] 
read the word God Hymns feel pritty well 

Friday Feb 5th started day light our detachment was 
advance guard till coming with the other train, carried load 
till noon got carried would not have stood got very tired 
ware detailed for picket 

Saturday Feb 6th Stood twice ware relieved early went 
rear guard which was tedious rained went slow there was 
variety weather found many good Union people but some mak 
difference between union rebels shame our soldiers got 
knapsack caried have the neuralogy 

Sunday Feb. 7th Slept good the open air the Col. mad 
short speech denouncing the foriaging threatened shoot 
offenders. Got load caried mad about miles became 


Robert Archibald, Rockford, the 74th Inf. 

United States Christian Commission was initiated the Young 
Men’s Christian Association during the Civil War provide religious 
ministrations the soldiers, offer them diversion from the ennui camp 
life, and help relieve them personal cares. distributing Bibles and 
tracts, setting reading rooms, providing writing materials, aiding destitute 
dependents soldiers, and establishing diet kitchens every corps the 
Union Army for the sick and injured, the Christian Commission made life 
easier for the soldiers many ways not provided for regulations. The 
most complete report the work this organization United States 
Christian Commission for the Army and Navy, Annual Reports (Philadel- 
phia, 1863-66). See also Smith, Incidents the United States Chris- 
tian Commission (Philadelphia, 1869). 
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went into camp about three footsore tired 

Monday Feb. 8th There was hard frost last night. started 
soon after day light. got knapsack caried again has been 
beautiful day stood pritty well, have the direa little, passed 
through Riceville near which are camped they are 
stations the along which our course lay 

Tuesday Feb. 9th Another hard frost got knapsack caried 
again felt pritty slim after restless night from hard marching 
pane stomach stood pritty well but feel wors tonight 
passed through Moss station camped near Sweet 
came miles had been pleasant 

Wednesday Feb. Mad shelter our tent rubber 
blankets felt pritty slim went with the train had every thing 
caried passed through Philadelphia arived about 
three where learned the Regts being out mile 
camped within the pickets diareah better has been 
beautiful day the roads good 

Thursday Feb. 11th Felt little better this morning started 
about nine with our loads for the Regt where arived soon 
after noon pritty tired all sceamed glad see they are well 
situated the Col. sceamed glad see pleasant day 

Monday Feb. 15th rained last night all day picket 
stations no. citizens come who tell hard stories suffering 
but are cheerful strong Union they are noble hearted. fill the 
pride serve under such officers feel pritty well had in- 
spection camp 

[The regiment remained garrison near Loudon, Tenn., until 
April 13. During this period set mill Davis Ford the 
Little Tennessee River and ground flour and meal for the Army 
the Cumberland. 

Friday March 4th pleasant morn. spend the forenoon Sing- 
ing mending helped police some baked buisket. had bat. drill 


Hiwassee River, Tenn. 
Bradley Co., Tenn. 

Towns McMinn Co., Tenn. 

For Mouse Creek, creek and railroad station McMinn Co. 
Monroe Co., Tenn. 

Towns Loudon Co., Tenn. 
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under Col. has forgot all ever knew nearly but 
lik the drill when good bot [bought] pint ink sold out 
mad fifty cts. had pleasant chat with George this evn. had 
pleasant day 

Sunday March 6th Felt little bad this morn. spent the forenoon 
trying sing. had dress parade four under Col. Kerr. the 
Mail came with letter for but the Telescope came which 
good this week would loss without this paper how 
wish could have prayermeeting beautiful day 

Friday March 11th Had hard thunder storm last night very 
dark cloudy this but cleared of[f] beautiful day 
went Loudon took the muster rolls Capt Snider said could 
not decide case but would have refer the War Dep. 
walked most the way. some talk about moving 

Mussy, mustering officer, recommended that Rogers 
write Gen. Tillson Knoxville try have his records cor- 

Tuesday March 29th mouth pritty sore went the Dr. 
again got dose salts studied [tactics] some received two papers 
from home. have not eaten any thing since breakfast has been 
cloudy cold. The capt has called his clerk while stay 
the co. like pritty well 

Tuesday Aprile rained again last night detail was made 
for fatigue the Depot studied some. Attended pray[er] meet- 
ing the reading rooms the com. was very good 
practiced the manuel arms alone the river bank attended 
church this evning. the cars are late tonight 

Monday Aprile Went the river did washing with 
John wrote Mother this our Brigaid was re- 
viewed Gen. Gen. was present with several 
otherz [sic] Gens. wrote Libbie had dress parade attended 
church this evning. like well received letter from Speer 
had pleas. day 

Wednesday Apr. 13th Had beautiful morning were fixing 
our tents when orders came march immediately for Columbus” 


Col. Jason Marsh, replaced Col. Kerr and commanded the 74th Vol. 
Inf. Regt. Chickamauga and for some time thereafter. 

Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, Commanding General, 20th Army Corps. 

Gen. Oliver Howard, Commanding General, 4th Army Corps. 

Polk Co., Tenn. 
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started about Eleven o’c. passed through 
Sweet Water making about miles carrying our all stood very 
well had beautiful day 

Thursday Apr. 14th Felt pritty lame this morning started 
about eight oc. soon took the which which [sic] hard 
marching marched hard Passed through Morse Creek Sta- 
tion [Mouse Creek] Athens where left the have 
marched about miles many fell out all were very tired was 
cloudy 

Friday Apr. 15th Revellee was beet half past four 
started about seven was pritty hard were sore our loads 
heavy. arived Columbus before noon Hallock 
hurt narrowly escaped. our co. down the river three miles 
divided has been little rainy but not bad had the blews 
little 

Saturday Aprile 16th Sat till after midnight slept late 
felt bad this morning worked lively had good quarters 
noon with table shelter eat under did mending went 
co. Hd. the officers have good nothing 
had several little showers 

[The regiment remained near Columbus until May 2.] 

Monday Apr. 25th Did washing early wrote Libbie 
Burt went Regtal. with Newton stayed 
for the mail got Teliscope. there was orders the allurt 
there good Artilary firing heard think practic- 
ing not feel very well has been pleasant but windy 

[Rogers’ regiment became part the army under Gen. William 
Sherman, and marching orders May first began the prelim- 
inaries that led the “March the 

Monday May 2nd started six arived 
before noon wrote Mother Libbie that heavy battle was 
pending are under marching orders ready tomorrow morn- 
ing think applying for furlow quite cold 

[On the preceding day Rogers had turned his gun and re- 
fused accompany the regiment, forcing the issue his having 
taken the place Job Greenbaum. His diary does not make his 
subsequent movement clear. the regiment marched toward 
Dalton, Ga., Rogers was train going toward Chattanooga. 


Rockford, 
Bradley Co., Tenn. 
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Evidently never got Chattanooga, for the following entry 
shows that was Tunnel Hill, Ga.] 

Tuesday May 10th Arose early took bath did little washing. 
moved before nine out Tunnell Hill stoped for dinner 
good unionists are within hearing the Skirmishing which 
going with little artilery firing had quite rain cool 
tonight 

Friday May 13th Orders came eight get ready 
pull out news that Dalton was evacuated. walked the 
most the way the rebels had splendid position strongly fortified. 
they had good qrs. arived Dalton about six much 
deserted people seem afraid the yankees very pritty 
little place had warm pleasant day 

Sunday May 15th Felt better this morning spent the forenoon 
reading—looked over the mail but nothing for me. Ceph 
returned the wounded are coming there has been hard fighting 
four killed from our Regt twenty wounded news good 
from all qrs, the brot. [brought] but none for 
fine day 

[The regiment moved southward through Resaca, Calhoun, and 
Adairsville, 

Saturday May 21st After getting sleep were routed 
the Regt found them the timber stayed with them. 
communication Chattanooga Capt. has lost can nothing 
for myself most the boy[s] say stay wrote Mother 
the boys look sad but seem confident 

Friday May 27th breakfasted five did little washing. 
returned the call the boys made last evning found some boys 
the 154th from Chautauqua the train has been 
passing all day some the 23d corps one was killed from Co. 
today the armies confront each other coldly 

[Skirmishing continued spasmodically through these days. 

Saturday June 4th was rainy slept late went with 


Battle Resaca, Ga., May 13-15, 1864. 

Rogers’ request have his records straightened was fruitless. April 
had not been mustered with his regiment, and May Col. Kerr 
had given him certificate non-enlistment. But still stayed with his 
regiment, even though had turned his gua. 

Vol. Inf. Regt., Brig., 2nd Div., 11th A.C. 

Chautauqua Co., Y., adjoins Warren Co., Pa. 

Floyd Smith, Rockford, 
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look for some soap. found none but house wher there was 
several famalies from around the battlefield wrote Cornelia 
Libbie sent her ring. b[o]ught paper Richmond being 
sieged was showery all day 

Tuesday June 7th Was guard till twelve last night slept 
late. wrote Maria took bath. have mustash off the first 
time since been the service was out talking with citizens who 
want north had thunder little rain has been very warm 

Monday June 13th Our bead was very wet all night but slept 
very well rained hard till noon has since held gives 
chance dry drew Beef our Brigd. has not moved today the 
whistle the reb. our could heard have pass from Col 
stating not enlisted 

[The regiment was engaged heavy and Rogers was 
detailed take charge the officers’ mess because longer 
carried gun.] 

Tuesday June moved early the right relieved 
part the 20th Corsps. [sic] the Brigd having come up—after 
noon advanced took the position Hooker failed take four 
men wounded from our Regt this army advances steadily drew 
rations rained 

Monday June 27th Were called two have breakfast three. 
the troops moved six made desperat charge our Brigd. 
took the lead our Regt. the front lost terably—two capts. 
Killed one wounded the Col. [Kerr] prisoner Capt Barker killed. 
Troxell missing Simpson Anderson wounded wrote for 
what change one day 

Tueseday June 28th Stayed the Hospital last night Eddy 
seemed better this morn. came over early learned was not wanted 
any longer George did well geting pass giving 
the rebs canonaded some from the Mt. warm day 

Wednesday June 29th Went and bid the Co. good bye the boys 
feel sober and sorry leave them—walked the train found our 
wounde[d] doing well our troops have marching orders there 
was heavy fighting front her[e] think will succeed 

Thursday June 30th Stayed the train went early the 


Battle Kenesaw Mountain, Cobb Co., Ga., June 10-July 1864. 
Edwin Simpson. 
sister, Keziah. 
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Hospital took the train got have come very slow 
stoped long time are now where 
the sanitary brought coffee the wounded who have 
had hard day has been warm 

Friday July 1st Tended the bunks most the night—the train 
very slow arived Chattanooga seven the wounded were 
very much neglected suffered terable have did nothing but 
look around the post Barracks has been very warm 

Saturday July Was from eleven til daylight helping 
unload wounded whome 1200 were said have come in. have 
accomplished very little today—it has been very warm but 
now raining attended meeting this evning. gave name 
member christian soldiers league 

Wednesday July 6th There was good many sick wounded 
came last night also several hundred prisoners. wrote Libbie. 
went the construction obtained position carpenter 
went see the sick found them very unpleasantly situated. not 
feel very well very warm day come new home 

[Rogers worked carpenter for three uneventful weeks. 

Friday July 29th tired mornings worked till after noon 
when was detailed for cook not like much but sopose will 
have submit received letter from Mother direct was great 
relief mail attended church 

[The weeks that followed while Rogers cooked for gang the 
Construction Corps located outside Chattanooga were weeks 
routine activities. 

Thursday Sept 22nd Felt bad this morning from too hearty 
supper—the money promised still put off very little mail none 

Simpson. See entry for June 27, 1864. 

Bartow Co., Ga. 

Bartow Co., Ga. 

United States Sanitary Commission was volunteer civilian or- 
ganization that ministered the physical needs the soldiers ways not 
provided for regulations. was auxiliary the medical services the 
army and provided volunteer physicians and nurses and made available 
the soldiers many private hospitals. collected and distributed vast quantities 
food and clothing both soldiers and civilians, both northern and southern, 
battle areas. its works the Sanitary Commission was forerunner 
the Red Cross. The most complete report the work this remarkable 
organization Stillé, History the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission (Philadelphia, 1866). interesting account Scotch visitor 
America shortly after the Civil War given David Macrae The 
Americans Home (New York, 1952), Chapter xii, “Purpose and Heart 


the War,” pp. 121-128 
civilian organization that did construction work for the Union Army. 
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for has been cloudy all day raining this evning—ate 
too hearty again night Mrs Shell was paper 
Cowans great victory Gen 

Friday Sept. 23rd slept rather late Dehority left this morn- 
ing the rest were kept pritty buisy but succeeded very well 
—it has been showery all day mail but trains have been coming 
this feel bad though did not eat hearty ate too much 

Wednesday Oct. 5th Have missed one day the proceedings 
today will found under Tuesday very flagrant mistake 
which cannot account for 

Friday Oct. 7th Took the stove door the shop got fixed 
—at noon orders came pack onto the came out 
six miles the first Chicamauga bridge damaged high water 
set the open air had fine day have work all night 

[Work repairing the bridge went slowly Rogers’ estima- 
tion. 

Monday Oct. 10th The boys let sleep all night wrote 
day they seem get along slow with the bridge for many 
men. one know how 

[Within few days Rogers’ gang returned the vicinity 
Chattanooga. 

Monday Oct 17th Did washing this morning—received 
letter from Mother one from Mr. answered Mothers, 
had another installment men from Mich. makes sick 
the buisness much changing—Hood reported 
had fine day 

Monday Oct Made buisket for breakfast helped get dinner 
over went out the foot Lookout see the boys the 
74th who are looking feeling pritty well. they expect pay 
most Co. want should take their money send home— 
sent fifty five dols. for took inventory 

Shell curious person about whom Rogers’ only comment is, 


“Mrs. Shell was here loose character judge.” (Entry for Sept. 1864.) 
Sept. Sheridan was victorious Winchester (Opequon Creek), 


had been stopped because fighting between Chattanooga and 
Nashville. 

Clark Ogle Co., father Morris and Ransom Clark. See 
entries for Jan. and 19, 1864. 

had been Georgia since February, 1864, but moved into 
Tennessee about this time. 
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the furniture wrote Mother this evning had warm day feel 
pretty well 

Tuesday Nov. 8th Went with Jenings who voted 
went the Penna. polls but could not vote nor are Mich. Em- 
ployees allowed vote. was very mudy rained all the after- 
noon wrote to—Mother felt little bad ate supper 

[Although the routine life the Construction Corps con- 
tinued its placid way, Rogers gradually became more and more 
unhappy. Little irritations evidently loomed very large for him.] 

Thursday Nov 24” This Thanksgiving observed the 
construction corps, all hands being alowed rest but the cooks 
who know rest have been quite buisy all day have cold 
throat, quite hoarse. this has been fine day warm 
pleasant. had quite chat with Mr. this evning 
think will onto the road soon—his worldly talk makes 
sick the vanities this world how shalow they are 

Friday Dec. Had breakfast too early not wake till too 
late—after geetting dinner went with Mr. Hemingway the 
bakery Commisaries see about rations which were only 
cut down bread went the Christian Commission for papers 
with Wallis have spent the day improving. Hood reported 
trains run now has been warm but cloudy, have 
enjoyed the day very well not much opposition 

Monday Dec. Was built fire before four had orders 
nothing till farther orders went with Jasper for beef—after 
noon went town for picture but all artists were closed 
moving. got word return pack which have done has 
been great job writing the car have hands full 
keep the men from steeling their own rations—have had many 
insults from comrades but try bear them with fortitude 
had fogy morn 

[The gang moved out near Ooltewa, 

Thursday Dec. was pritty cold towards morning with high 
wind—which made bad cooking out doors where got dinner 
but moved into our new quarters which are all could desire 
with good sleeping rooms stairs wher arangements were made 


Chattanooga. 
Evidently Mr. Hemingway was charge the cooks the com- 


missary Rogers’ gang. 
Hood was defeated Franklin, Tenn., Nov. 30, 1864. 
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for another cook but soon put stop that—I Thoms 
town with Mr. Hemingway who uses well feel uneasy 
account the Gorillas [guerrillas] who seems may come 
any time 

Tuesday Dec. 20” Did not feel very well this morning—Thos. 
came the mail train went back this afternoon—for more 
beef the news was good Hood had lost heavy was 
the road was being repared from Mrfreesboro Nashville very 
many empty cars went toward Chatta. had drisily day 
now raining hard Fisher spent the evning here with have not 
felt very well today look for mail soon 

Saturday Dec. 24” Slept little late this morning but was 
season—it was not quite frosty yesterday—had meal brought 
great pleanty—have good deal Co. accts. keep which 
smal task but got along very well Thos. came with beef bbl 
pork which was welcom look for mail tomorrow The natives 
want whisky for Christmas have backe corn bread three 
times day—the Gorillies are geting rough usage they seem 
have left 

Sunday Dec. Christmas day was four—the morn passed 
usual.—a doz. such matter went privat home for dinner 
where they fared was buisy all day had only corn 
bread—the people this country think they cannot spend Christ- 
mas without morning was warm but rained most 
the afternoon the mail said have come yesterday an- 
other call for troops has been made 

Tuesday Dec 27” Slept poorly have been very buisy all day 
trudging through the mud—have done arents [errands] 
pritty well beef ready load the morning have got 
things from Mr. large mail letter from Mother Maria 
Mr. Blackman bringing the sad inteligence that confidence 
was misplaced how overwhelming—have answered avery [sic] 
tired will bead has been showery 

Wednesday Dec. 28” Awoke believing the news last night 
dream but find reality—we caried our beef the cars 
without purmission put rode out here top threw our beef 
off rode Ooltiwa felt tired hungry having ate nothing 


Hood was defeated Nashville, Dec. 16, 1864. 

Before going Chattanooga for rations Dec. 14, Rogers “took 
black coat vouchers left them with Mr. Cobb who seems very kind.” 
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eat [sic] since yesterday find much opposition [for in] 
the cook house—salted some beef down took took [sic] walk 
alone Mommune [for Commune] with creator [word 
crossed out] whome alone can look trouble for which 
feel thankful 

Saturday Dec. Was five found two inches snow 
the first the season—the sun came out but had little effect 
the Snow—was buisy during the forenoon, but the after felt lone- 
some and quite blew wrote composed letter write Libbie 
who has feared proved faithless me—there has been news 
today—they have the disaster are 
now ready break camp, there seems strong opposition 
those who fancy themselves wronged 

Sunday Jan. 1”/65 The beginning day week month year. 
was cold night—the sun came out thawed the snow where 
shone Had quite talk with Thos. without whome situation 
would insupportable there such deadly hatred caused 
je[a]lousy—Mr. Hemingway came with the mail paper for 
from Mrs. very have passed the day very 
bar room crowd those that frequent our quarters 

Monday Jan Felt pritty gloomy this morn. did washing 
troubles—he inspired with confidence—by assuring his 
support. Made call Mr. Johnsons this they are fine 
people had pleasant visit with Sarah who urged come 
again—things seem different than they did—went with Billy 
Mr. Wilsons who are kind people start for Knoxville Thurs- 
day morn—the day has been pleasant but threatens storm 

Tuesday Jan 3rd Got early fried rice for breakfast. began 
early rained all the forenoon—had quite talk with Mr. Hem- 
ingway who told threats made against have never 
thought—but said would stand position long 
was command take courage but enemies are more 
insolant than ever—mad call Mr. Johnsons this evning Mc- 
Deamod [?] was there had pleasant time—they are fine people 
news importance yet. 


building the Mill fell hurting some our men.” (Entry for 


Dec. 30, 1864.) 
friend Rockford, who corresponded with Rogers and fre- 


quently sent him religious tracts and papers. 


THE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM THE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 


JONES 
Assistant Professor Political Science 
Bucknell University 


SAY that adequate performance public-service functions 

likely accomplished only when effective methods 
recruiting and training government employees are used utter 
truism. However, suggest that methods that have been used 
successfully train persons for specific government positions can 
used successfully train persons for all government positions 
raise controversial question. This question was far from 
being settled when the National Institute Public Affairs was 
established Washington, C., 1934, for the purpose 
instituting program which, was hoped, would make effective 
use the facilities Washington instill the minds talented 
young persons lively interest the public service. Each year 
between 1936 and 1949 the National Institute brought the na- 
tion’s capital groups twenty-five fifty selected college grad- 
uates participate nine-month training program, which was 
unique primarily because provided on-the-job train- 
ing for participants. The story the National Institute Public 
Affairs that the unfolding remarkable experiment 
public-service training, experiment which was concluded 1949 
when the Rockefeller Foundation withdrew the financial support 


*The word “internship” and the concept intern training require some 
explanation. The word applied public-service training comparatively 
new. Originally used connection with preparation for public service, 
“intern” connoted preservice training acquired connection with academic 
study, subsequently thereto, providing for personal develop- 
ment broader nature than apprenticeship which was conceived train 
for specific craft trade. “intern” was one who obtained training 
performing the job series rotating work assiguments, usually with 
opportunity for concurrent academic study and guidance vocational 
nature. Internship training was pointed, not toward specific job, but rather 
the direction broad class activities. distinguishing feature the 
internship was, and now, the rotating work assignment. 
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that had been giving, and thus left the way open for the Federal 
Government carry similar training through its Junior Man- 
agement Intern Program. 

The period during which the National Institute Public Affairs 
operated now far enough the past permit the making 
reasonably effective appraisal its accomplishment. Similar train- 
ing programs which, fact, drew their inspiration from the 
Institute are operating interdepartmentally the nation’s capital 
but these are too recent origin warrant our passing 
judgment them. Internship training methods are also being 
used increasing scale within Federal departments and 
agencies. These programs, however, cannot considered apart 
from the internal training policies and programs such 
addition, such colleges Colgate and Wellesley frequently have 
arranged with Federal agencies place limited number their 
students such organizations order give them opportunity 
round out their theoretical study governmental operations with 
first-hand observation government action. All these programs 
have been planned for specific purposes; they are related the 
Institute only insofar the latter was source inspiration for 
them. 

has been stated that the training activities the National 
Institute Public Affairs were conducted between 1936 and 
1949. The idea such institution arose from discussions 
meeting the National Student Federation 1933. The Institute 
itself was incorporated under the Code the District Columbia 
April, 1934, privately financed, non-profit 
the inception its program the Institute adopted the principle 


*The Junior Management Intern Program, the Federal Administrative 
Intern Program, and the Bureau Budget Program for Foreign Officials. 

*For descriptive statements and analyses departmental in-service train- 
ing, see the United States Civil Service Commission, Training Programs 
the Federal Service (Washington, 1942) Earl Brooks, In-Service Training 
Federal Employees (Chicago, 1938) and Morris Cohen, “Administra- 
tive Training the Federal Government” (unpublished M.A. thesis, Depart- 
ment Public Administration, the American University, 1947). 

“Incorporated April 11, 1934, “to advance learning public affairs 
through training and lectures the functions, organization, procedure and 
methods government and the conduct public affairs and through compre- 
hensive, voluntary, codperative action the part the colleges, universities, 
and other educational organizations, and fulfillment this purpose 
conduct, assist and encourage scholarly investigations the field public 
affairs and related subjects, devise techniques and disseminate informa- 
tion pertaining thereto.” 
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internship fundamental principle its philosophy. was 
not new idea. The New York Bureau Municipal Research and 
the Training School for Public Service had done much even before 
1920 promote the plan “learning through doing,” and had 
worked out training program placing emphasis participation 
field work. 1933 Los Angeles County, California, had adopted 
plan train “student investigators” for public employment that 
provided opportunity for them participate the activities 
the county administration. number universities 
with state and local administrative agencies had also made signif- 
icant progress developing the apprentice intern type 
training. Among these, particular mention should made the 
University Michigan, The Maxwell School Syracuse Uni- 
versity, and the University California Berkeley. general 
awakening interest training for public service and develop- 
ing effective training methods was evidenced reported and un- 
reported conferences held leaders educational and public 
affairs between 1931 and 1935 explore the need and examine 
the potential resources for public-service training. these con- 
ferences, along with discussions university curricula, much at- 
tention was given internships part the educational process. 
fact, number the recommendations these conferences 
were used the training program developed the National 
Institute Public 

The Institute conducted two preliminary programs, one them 
beginning February 1935, and the other June 10, 1935. 
Each them brought together approximately forty young men 
and women serve for three-month period. The response the 
students well public and university officials indicated that 
great interest such program existed throughout the country. 
Out these preliminary experiments developed the framework 
procedure for the recruitment, selection, training, and counsel- 
ing subsequent groups interns. Financial support was sought 
and obtained from the Rockefeller Foundation. October, 1935, 

Report the Rockefeller Foundation, prepared the National Institute 
Public Affairs, August 15, 1940. also interesting note that number 
the participants the early conferences were personally involved the 
developmental work the National Institute Public Affairs. The archives 
the Institute reveal correspondence with, reference the advice 
assistance of, Louis Brownlow, Leonard White, Lyle Belsley, John Gaus, 


Luther Gulick, Morris Lambie, Lewis Meriam, William Mosher, 
Stockberger, and others. 
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that Foundation made available sum deemed sufficient establish 
sound basis the experiment 1935. that time grant was 
made for three years, and the Institute was given reasonable hope 
for its 

The program the Institute had two objectives. One these 
was demonstrate the practicability the plan, with view 
obtaining permanent support, proving its worth means not 
only recruiting exceptionally qualified youth for public-service 
careers, but also advertising the opportunities for careers the 
public service. The other objective was give specific training 
selected individuals for public-service careers. The training itself 
had multiple objectives, which from time time were pursued with 
varying emphasis. its own statement objectives the Institute 
affirmed that its purpose was threefold: 


Through the Internship program the Institute en- 
deavoring increase the attention and devotion public 
affairs the youth America, help the development 
higher standards and career opportunities govern- 
mental administration and add the academic prepara- 
tion for public service the experience working with 
government officials holding positions 


interesting note that formal statements such the 
foregoing, well using its name the phrase “public affairs” 
rather than the phrase “public administration,” the Institute stressed 
its concern arousing interest public affairs opposed 
narrower objective training interns for careers government 
service. Actually, considerable emphasis was given the latter. 
Much the publicity the Institute overlooked entirely the broad 
purpose of. the program the Institute, and thus gave the im- 
pression that the sole intent the Institute was train persons 
for government service. For example, press release issued dur- 
ing the first program carried this 


the National Institute Public Affairs finds itself 


grant consisted $30,000 per annum for salaries, supplies, utilities, 
travel, rent, and miscellaneous items expense. was later increased 
$35,000, and was four times renewed. Funds promised for the academic 
year 1948-49 were the last received from the Rockefeller Foundation. 
Notice the termination the Foundation’s support was given when this 
last grant was made. 

™The National Institute Public Affairs, Announcement Colleges 
(January, 1936). 
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with thirty “graduate interns” firmly imbued with the 
idea careers the government service and most 
them started their way important posts with the 
government.® 


Other pronouncements purpose were equally emphatic with 
respect career training for government service, number 
them going far specify administrative training the 

The Institute, however, never committed itself practice def- 
initely one the other these training purposes. Persons 
frequently were selected for the programs who expressed strong 
interest careers business, journalism, social work, 
private law practice, and, one two instances, the ministry. 
However, the majority those selected appeared deeply 
interested either government-service careers closely related 
vocations. Nearly all the individual training assignments were 
made government agencies, and predominantly administra- 
tive duties 

The location the Institute the Federal Seat Government 
was planned that use could made the unique opportunities 
for training that exist there. The program the Institute, designed 
“to supplement theoretical and classroom study politics and gov- 
ernment with laboratory experience,” was expected provide 
first-hand knowledge the practical foundations and the or- 
ganization the Federal Government, and training the pro- 
cedures and the methods thereof. The Capital was unique that 
could provide locale well adapted this laboratory type 
training. The presence executive agencies, the Congress, and the 
Courts the proximity libraries and universities the opportunities 
meet outstanding leaders different fields; the opportunity for 
the interns live and work the center our Federal Govern- 
ment—all these were considered important aspects the training 
plan. Moreover, with the Institute situated Washington, was 


The National Institute Public Affairs, Press Release, May 23, 1937. 

feature article the Washington Post, November 1938; article 
Ruth Houghton, Assistant Educational Director, National Institute 
Public Affairs, entitled “Training for Administrative Work the Federal 
Service,” Women’s Work and Education, XVI, No. (Spring, and 
letter from Davenport, President the National Institute Public 
Affairs, the Rockefeller Foundation, April 27, 1943. 

The National Institute Public Affairs, records interns. 
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felt that the Institute staff could carry effectively liaison work 
between colleges and government departments and agencies. 


The National Institute Public Affairs, although was not 
sponsored controlled the Federal Government, could apply 
the internship idea which was basic its plan training only 
with the generous codperation government agencies. From the 
beginning received such the nature and the extent 
which explained the following passage from early pro- 
spectus the Institute: 


The governmental two kinds: the partic- 
ipation officials the forums and conferences the 
Institute, and the arrangement the internship projects. 
Fortunately there are number officials with previous 
academic experience who are both available and most 
willing allocate the time and effort for their participa- 


developed, codperation between the Institute and the Gov- 
ernment was not based directly any formal recognition the 
Institute public officials; the contrary, informal arrange- 
ment emerged result the deep-seated interest educational 
leaders and public servants alike developing effective selection, 
recruitment, and training methods. 


Believing that the ends sought accomplish the training 
program depended great extent effective method select- 
ing interns, the Institute staff labored throughout its existence 
devise and perfect such method. The problem finding com- 
pletely adequate method selecting persons for careers ad- 
ministration cannot, course, solved unless the characteristics 
administrator are known. Thus far efforts discover admin- 
istrative ability predict success administrative work have 
not been entirely successful. one scholar has observed, one 
knows what administrator the abstract. His essence has 
not yet been extracted, and the hoof varies hide, height, 


National Institute Public Affairs, “Prospectus the Project” 
(mimeographed, n.d.). 
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and habit that there single There is, indeed, some 
uncertainty whether the term “public administrator” should 
properly refer one somewhat homogeneous group men, 
whether should used designate person occupying 
responsible position the public service, regardless the nature 
his duties. The latter view supported recent psychological 
research dealing with the differences interests among public 
ministrators. the basis information obtained from 552 public 
administrators, researcher psychology has concluded that Fed- 
eral administrators are such heterogeneous group engaged 
many different activities that one hardly justified thinking 
them group having much Further research this 
problem needed. 

Although undoubtedly public administrators and public admin- 
istration vary much that any rigid classification them ex- 
tremely difficult, not impossible, nevertheless considerable agree- 
ment does exist regarding certain qualities which seem enhance 
one’s chances for success the field administration. Public offi- 
cials and scholars alike refer frequently the desirability such 
traits intelligence, personality, leadership, strength character, 
health, and good working habits. These are the qualities that were 
given most consideration the selection interns for the Institute. 

more pointed reference the qualities sought the Institute 
its selection candidates was contained statement its 
Educational Director. enumerated the following the char- 
acteristics most 


Intelligence. Roughly, students the upper ten per 
cent their classes were considered have the desired 
intellectual ability. 


Character, personality, and aptitude for leadership. 
this connection the Institute made effort appoint 
persons possessing high degree intellectual integrity, 
curiosity, originality, initiative, industry, dependability, 
and the ability carry responsibility and 
work well wth others. 


George Graham, Education for Public Administration (Chicago, 1941), 
26. This idea also stated Professor John Manning his Annual Re- 
port the National Institute Public Affairs Staff, 1940-41 (undated). 

Edward Strong, Jr., “Differences Interests among Public Admin- 
Journal Applied Psychology, XXXI (February, 1947), pp. 
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Interest government problems. 
Good health. 


accepted for the training program the Institute, each 
intern must have completed the work for the baccalaureate degree 
respectable college university. This was fundamental re- 
quirement. Accordingly, most them came directly from liberal 
arts colleges without having had work experience. Almost all 
interns who did not come into the training directly from their aca- 
demic work were selected during the first year two the In- 
stitute when relations with college officials and teaching staffs were 
not close they later became, and the year immediately after 
World War II, when number returning veterans who were 
college graduates were offered appointments. all cases, however, 
candidates were required obtain the endorsement the colleges 
from which they were graduated. 


During the twelve training programs the Institute, beginning 
with that 1936-37 and ending with that 1947-48, four hundred 
sixty-five interns were these only eighty-seven had 
received training graduate schools before they were appointed. 
There adequate explanation why relatively small 
proportion the total number was selected from graduate schools, 
but may observed that persons who had spent one two 
years graduate study, having thus made greater investment 
their education than those who were just completing college, 
were less willing less able accept non-paying internships. 
Moreover, their career objectives were generally more firmly estab- 
lished and their work plans far advanced that they may have 
had little inclination start anew training program for public 
affairs. The writer noted, however, that number instances 
interns with previous graduate training made outstanding records 
during and after their internships. 


The interns who participated the Institute’s training programs 
were selected from one hundred forty-six colleges and universities. 
From twelve these institutions one hundred forty-one interns, 
somewhat fewer than one-third the total, were chosen. 


This number did not include thirty-three government-employed, in-service 
trainees who were selected and trained demonstration program before 
the establishment Intern Program sponsored the Civil Service Com- 
mission. 


ag 
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this area concentration one institution consistently placed 
interns with the Institute throughout the twelve programs. From 
nineteen colleges and universities students were selected for six 
more the programs, the following table reveals: 


College University Number Programs 


Minnesota 
Smith 
Stanford 
Kansas 
Harvard 
Occidental 
Wesleyan 
Dartmouth 
Princeton 
Colorado 
Washington 
Barnard 
Bennington 
Bucknell 
Miami 
Radcliffe 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
Wellesley 


Generally, these nineteen institutions were more persistent 
nominating candidates than were most the others. Allowing for 
this fact, may say that the Institute worked out fairly equitable 
distribution appointments among limited number colleges. 


the procedure that adopted for selecting interns, the 
Institute made little use publicity. Rather, its stated policy de- 
clared belief that publicity would only bring great numbers 
applicants but probably few successful candidates.” The Institute 
relied considerable extent upon personal contacts with uni- 
versity officials and faculty members obtain superior students for 
its program. The selection procedure consisted four essential 
the nomination, the application, the reference inquiry per- 
sons presumed acquainted with the abilities the candidate, 
and the oral interview. 

The colleges used various methods nominating candidates. 
some instances faculty committees served formal review 
boards determine which candidates the institution would endorse 
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for appointments. other cases deans and heads departments, 
relying faculty records and recommendations, made preliminary 
selections those whom the school would support. Frequently, 
faculty members, polling their classes, discovered the students 
who were interested, and these they encouraged the ones who 
were best qualified apply and discouraged the others. The danger 
this procedure obvious—too much reliance was likely 
placed one subjective judgment. Subsequent steps the selec- 
tion procedure the Institute tended eliminate the weaker 
candidates. But fundamental weakness lay the fact that inter- 
ested students superior qualifications were perhaps never brought 
the attention the Institute. 

Application forms were lengthy and inclusive. They required in- 
formation concerning the applicant citizenship, place birth, 
marital status, height, weight, and general physical condition, to- 
gether with the complete information his preparatory, college, 
and postgraduate education that would appear official tran- 
script his academic record. addition, they required list- 
ing academic honors (including membership honorary so- 
cieties), extra-curricular activities (including college clubs and 
other college organizations), activities outside college, 
independent research writing completed, ratings Civil 
Service examinations, and former and present employment. 
The also was required submit photograph and 
essay about thousand words the subject his interest 
public affairs. And, along with all this, the candidate’s college was 
required endorse the application, and the candidate himself was 
asked submit the names four persons references: his 
faculty adviser, one his instructors, and two other 
each these persons the Institute sent reference inquiry form 
requesting rating the applicant’s and initiative, his 
educational qualifications, his integrity, his physical ability, his 
emotional stability, and his codperativeness. The rating asked for 
was not scalar type, but rather allowed for brief statements 
bring out the good and the bad qualities the applicant. The 
completed reference inquiry, together with the other information 
described above, comprised the basic paper record the appli- 


Henry Reining, Jr., and Karl Stromsem, “Approach Public Service 
Training Government Public Personnel Review, III (July, 
1942), pp. 190-199. 
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cant’s qualifications. This information, however, provided the 
Institute with only partial basis for the final selection. The candi- 
dates whose paper records were acceptable were interviewed one 
more the staff the Institute before selections were made. 

evaluating candidate’s qualifications from his application, 
effort was made judge his intellectual ability using 
primary guide his academic record and his listing honors re- 
ceived. aid this task, the colleges were asked submit 
scores any intelligence tests the applicant may have taken. 
statement the applicant’s mental ability (quickness per- 
ception, analytical ability, and originality) was requested the 
reference inquiry form. The personal interview gave further op- 
portunity form judgment. 

Perhaps the most intangible qualities sought the Institute 
were character, personality, and aptitude for leadership. These were 
incapable strict definition, but some the questions the 
reference inquiry form had direct bearing these qualities. 
Persons presumed know the applicant well were asked the 
form answer, among others, these questions 


How you rate the applicant integrity? (Is 
honest his dealings with others? Does admit when 
does not know the answer, does try “bluff 
“get by?” Does “rationalize” and Does 


How you rate the applicant codperativeness and 
personal adjustments? (Does “wear well?” too 
reserved too demonstrative? Does participate ef- 
fectively campus and community affairs? Does 
accept responsibility readily? “leader?” “fol- 
lower?” leader, what kind he?) 


Additional information these qualities was found the student’s 
academic record, his record campus and community activities, 
and the statements his college instructors. These items were 
also checked the time the personal interview. The applicant’s 
motivation toward public-service career and his interest the 
problems government were judged large extent from the 
essay submitted with his application. The essay was, rule, 
examined carefully determine interests, but was generally 
recognized that its validity basis for selection was somewhat 
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lessened the subjectivity judgment the reader and 
apparent premium the reader would put the ability the 
applicant write well. 

The capstone the selection procedure was the personal inter- 
view. appointment intern was ever made until personal 
interview with the applicant had been held. was this procedure 
that set the Institute’s methods selection apart from those chiefly 
used the Civil Service Commission recruit Federal employees. 
Members the Institute considered the interview the indis- 
pensable part the selection procedure. The Institute staff argued 
that “attractive and effective personality,” the ability 
get along with people and persuade others action, was 
particularly important quality for the capable administrator 
possess, and such quality could not recognized sufficiently well 
from the application itself. Therefore, all candidates were inter- 
viewed whose written applications did not show them clearly 
Ordinarily there were between two and three hun- 
dred applicants each year. these about one-third were personally 
interviewed. The others were considered unqualified the basis 
their records. The interview technique proved eminently satis- 
factory means maintaining certain standards appoint- 
ments and method winnowing out those candidates out- 
standing mental ability but without favorable traits personality. 
Experience showed that some college faculties were wont 
nominate students the latter type the belief that fine mind 
was itself sufficient equipment for administrative work. the 
opinion the Institute staff, however, was essential that those 
who received appointments should have intellectual ability plus 
the personal traits mentioned above. The staff held that intel- 
lectual differences above certain were not nearly im- 
portant for administrative success were the individual’s personal 
qualities. Such personal qualities, was felt, could adequately 
recognized only personal interview. Such interview, when used 
with the detailed application and the references which were re- 
quired, brought the selection methods the Institute very much 
harmony with what one authority calls the best type in- 
dustrial recruiting college seniors. 

conducting the selection interview, the Institute staff preferred 


Roughly, the ninetieth percentile the graduating class. 
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the group interview, with four five applicants meeting com- 
mittee the staff simultaneously. candidate was required 
travel great distance interviewed. Arrangements were made 
for the conferences held convenient cities, such Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Seattle, Denver, and San 
Francisco. what the staff chose call normal situation (as 
opposed formal oral examination), the candidates and the 
committee, some instances single representative the 
Institute, met conference. Questions were asked and remarks 
were directed such way that the candidates were encouraged 
discuss current events well make known their own ideas 
and attitudes. Reactions were noted, and the candidates were 
judged their poise, presence mind, facility expression, and 
general ability handle themselves well group. The inter- 
view also provided means ascertaining motives and career aims 
well leadership capabilities. After each interview conference, 
notes were made the staff members who had participated, and 
the candidates were rated facilitate the final eliminations. 

written intelligence personality tests were given the 
Institute its candidates. noted above, some use was made 
intelligence-test scores given number colleges during the 
candidate’s academic career, but the whole student’s academic 
record was deemed the Institute more adequate basis 
for selecting its interns. 

its efforts select for its internship program persons 
outstanding intellectual ability, the Institute was preéminently suc- 
cessful. More than thirty-five per cent those chosen were mem- 
bers Phi Beta Kappa. Most the others were the upper ten 
per cent their graduating classes. The candidates selected for 
the first six programs, those from 1936 1942, had perhaps 
slightly higher academic standing than those who participated 
the later groups. However, even during the war period, when 
many the college graduates were being drawn off into military 
service, few those appointed were not the upper one-third 
their graduating 


The writer has illusions that intellectual ability the sole mark 
successful administrator. 
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Essential characteristics the Institute’s training program were 
the planned orientation, the work assignments, the group meet- 
ings, and the university courses. The formal orientation period 
was designed give the interns planned introduction major 
aspects government activity Washington, and, the same 
time, aid them selecting the types work assignments they 
desired during the year. included full schedule activities for 
three-week period. Generally, the plan adhered the following 


About half the first week was given over the formalities 
registration, comprehensive battery tests for counseling 
purposes, and conferences with staff members. During the re- 
mainder the week, conferences were held with speakers from 
the legislative branch the Federal Government such sub- 
jects the Organization Congress, Legislative Reference Work, 
Congress and Political Parties, and Congressional Elections. As- 
signed reading related subject matter provided the interns with 
basic information the areas covered. The second week 
was taken with two more conferences each day the activ- 
ities the executive departments. The organization and the func- 
tions the Government agencies were stressed reading assigned 
the interns and also general discussions with the speakers. 
the later programs the agencies covered were chiefly those dealing 
with foreign policy, labor, social security and public welfare. 
During the final week the orientation, particular attention was 
given the work the staff the Institute and that the 
auxiliary agencies the Government. Budgeting, management 
planning, and personnel administration were considered three 
levels operation: bureau, departmental, and government-wide. 
Here again collateral reading was required prepare the interns 
for the lectures and the conferences, and supplement the 
edge they gained therefrom. Twice each week review sessions were 
conducted the staff the Institute, and these sessions former 
interns were invited participate order that the newly appointed 
interns might profit their knowledge and experience. The interns 
were encouraged keep notes the discussions held during the 
orientation period, except for the occasions when remarks were 
made “off the record.” Those the group who enrolled later 
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the American University George Washington University 
the course called “Problems Public Affairs” were required, 
before receiving credit, turn report covering the orientation 
activities. 

The staff the Institute considered that its plan orientation 
was effective enabling those interns who came the training 
with specialized interests discover unexpected relationships 
throughout the Government and enabling those with only gen- 
eral interests learn the significance detailed administrative 
operations. 

Thorough planning was required provide work assignments 
that would fully effective helping interns achieve their 
training objectives. Each appointee was asked, about the same 
time that was notified his appointment, give thought his 
possible choices training assignments. was urged well 
advance the formal opening the internship “consider various 
possibilities and come Washington with sufficient background 
about the different agencies make choice without undue 
His attention was called works dealing with the 
functions the Federal Government that might aid him dis- 
cover particular interests. Meanwhile, was necessary for the 
Institute staff survey the assignment possibilities the Govern- 
the trainees. For this purpose extensive use was made informal 
contacts with agency officials who supported the program and with 
“graduate” interns whose current employment enabled them help. 
The latter group was particularly helpful, and the Institute used 
them effectively. addressed formal inquiries the former interns, 
asking them suggest assignments, describe the character 
the work contemplated, and state the qualifications that the 
interns would need useful such employment. this 
manner some new and valuable relationships were established with 
Government agencies, but there little doubt that most the 
opportunities for work assignments were made known the 
Institute through the informal personal relationships developed 
through the years. 

The time required complete the arrangements for work assign- 
ments varied from agency agency, but seldom extended for more 


from Karl Stromsem interns, July 1947. 
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than few weeks beyond the orientation period. Some agencies 
asked that intern appointed employee without com- 
pensation before entered duty, formality sometimes re- 
quired before the intern was permitted make field trips 
participate fully the work program. Occasionally character in- 
vestigations were made for security reasons. Frequently interns 
wanted investigate for themselves number possible openings, 
and, after doing so, selected positions that were most line with 
their aims. The interns usually entered their work assignments 
within three weeks after completing their orientation. Some interns 
selected assignments because their interest particular sub- 
ject, such labor, agriculture, housing, social security. Others 
made their choices because their interest administrative func- 
tions, such personnel management, budgetary administration, 
organizational planning. Such fields work were found all the 
Government departments. 


Even though the interns were committed full-time service 
when they undertook assignment, the agency counselors and 
supervisors almost always were generous granting leave the 
interns that they might participate activities considered val- 
uable the job assignment the training program whole. 
Each month least few hours the intern’s working time were 
required for meetings with the Institute staff and for other activ- 
ities which was expected participate part the pro- 
gram. Depending the supervisor and the pressure his 
immediate job assignment, the intern was often permitted avail 
himself such educational opportunities visits the Supreme 
Court, sessions Congress, and Congressional Com- 
mittee hearings. 


Agency counselors and supervisors were outstanding impor- 
tance carrying out effective training job. They were the 
interns’ official connection with the agency where the training was 
being done, and their lack interest lack understanding 
the trainee’s objectives and plans could change otherwise profit- 
able training situation into completely unsatisfactory one. Evi- 
dence such undesirable conditions was brought light the 
reports which the interns made monthly the Institute staff. 
each successive program few the interns stated that their 
supervisors advisers had not understood clearly the purposes 
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the internship else had been unable make available the time 
required develop effective training program. 

The experience that the Institute gained from its training pro- 
gram the importance the intern’s being satisfied 
with assignment. Mere satisfaction did not, course, as- 
sure successful training, but experience showed that unhappy 
work situation could much prevent intern from profiting 
his 

prominent characteristic the program the Institute was 
weekly round-table conference known the “Monday Evening 
Meeting.” These meetings were planned the Institute staff “to 
provide opportunity for interns consider and discuss prob- 
lems public affairs, gain insight and perspective 
personalities and the setting which administration operates.” 
The conferences were similar those held during the orientation 
period, and were addressed administrative other government 
officials, journalists, diplomats, jurists, 
The procedure was generally informal, and the interns were en- 
couraged ask questions and take part discussions. few 
the meetings were given over panel discussions among the 
interns subjects related their work assignments. Before each 
such meeting preparatory reading was assigned that the interns 
would prepared participate more effectively the discussions. 
Written reports what had learned were made connection 
with the intern’s monthly progress report. Advanced college credit 
six semester hours for the series meetings was available 
the interns the American University. Those who wished en- 
roll for such credit did the early part the term, and took 
final examinaticns the content the reading and the thought 
developed the discussion series. 

the Monday evening meetings most the interns were im- 
pressed with the opportunity discuss current problems with 
outstanding personalities with administrative officials. Generally, 
the interns’ reactions indicated that they were not all agreed 


The National Institute Public Affairs, Report Dr. Charles Mar- 
tin, Visiting Educational Counselor, 1942-43. See also Civil Service Assembly 
the United States and Canada, Employee Training the Public Service 
(Chicago, 1941), 113. 

Among the speakers for the 1946-47 series were Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Justice Robert Jackson, Senator Saltonstall, Louis Brownlow, and Philip 
Graham, publisher the Washington Post. 
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the value these meetings. But group they found that the 
experience did much enhance the value their training. 

arranging the schedule speakers, the Institute worked out 
fairly good balance between speakers who were “name persons” 
(those well known the general public) and administrative em- 
ployees Government agencies. Originally the Institute staff in- 
tended that the meetings should devoted questions technical 
administration during the early part program, and current 
public problems during the latter part. There was little evidence 
later programs, however, that such plan was followed. greater 
contribution the training program might have been made the 
successive meetings had been planned that each discussion would 
have been better related the others other program activities. 
The main difficulty, course, lay scheduling the speakers ac- 
cording the Institute’s plan. 

The staff the Institute considered one the essential 
elements the program the Institute the opportunity for interns 
receive correlated academic training. Though not required 
so, the interns were encouraged remove deficiencies their 
academic preparation attendance after-hours courses one 
the local universities. Interns who had not had least funda- 
mental training the social sciences and tool courses such 
statistics, public administration, public law, and public finance 
were urged complete such these studies they Most 
the trainees did enroll for limited number university classes. 
Even though background rather than specialized technical courses 
was emphasized, such academic work did much highlight the 
interns’ everyday experience the agency assignments. More 
often than not intern’s course work was directly related his 
work interest. The university courses most often taken interns 
were courses public administration, statistics, and economics. 
Courses social security, housing, labor, and foreign relations 
were also popular with the interns. 


fact particularly worthy attention that approximately 
fifty-seven per cent the men and fifty-three per cent the women 


National Institute Public Affairs, Brochure (Washington, De- 
cember, 1945), 12. 
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who had participated the programs entered and were still em- 
ployed, late 1950, some type public service. Many 
the others were pursuing full-time graduate study, and these 
appeared that some would eventually seek careers public- 
service work. 

There may some question whether the foregoing information 
warrants the assumption that large number the former interns 
will continue the public service. the first place, the data in- 
clude the records persons who completed their training re- 
cently June, 1948, and who hardly had had opportunity 
establish themselves career channels. addition, dispropor- 
tionate number women were selected for the program during 
the war years, and may expected that many them will 
marry and give their positions. However, the records the 
participants the early programs the Institute may used 
predict the records those later programs. The early records 
show that the groups trained during the years 1936 1939 ap- 
proximately sixty-one per cent were public-service work the 
year 1950. 

the value the training received, the majority the 
intern graduates believed that the greatest benefit they derived was 
better knowledge administration—specifically, better under- 
standing the government society, and the ability 
see administrative relationships. The prevalence this. opinion 
supports the previously expressed conclusion that the Institute, 
notwithstanding its original declaration its purposes, did empha- 
size its programs training for administrative activities rather 
than training the broader field public affairs. reasonable 
believe, however, that the mere presence the interns Wash- 
ington for year increased their interest administrative affairs. 
Other evidence particular emphases the training program 
revealed the progress the interns made attaining their career 
objectives and acquiring facility using the tools and techniques 
management and research. 

Graduate interns were asked questionnaire indicate 
whether they thought the program had proved great value, 
moderate value, little value, value all. Only 
slightly more than two per cent the interns said that they felt 
that the program the Institute had been little value 
them. Nearly seventy-four per cent affirmed that had been 
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great value them, and more than twenty-three per cent believed 
that the training had been moderately worthwhile. There little 
doubt that almost all the interns found the program 
significant value their own personal development, with respect 
both career objectives and broader understanding govern- 
ment and administration. 

extremely difficult, cases where personal growth could 
observed, determine how much such development owed 
the program. The training situation went beyond rotating assign- 
ments and academic study. The very presence the interns 
the National Seat Government, where they were close central 
administration and the proceedings Congress and the Courts, 
well the opportunities that were given them observe and 
discuss their daily activities with persons similar interests, 
tended create situation favorable personal growth. 

Whether the generally good records the intern graduates 
were due primarily discriminating selection, the training 
program, the fortunate choice work assignments, other 
aspects the program can hardly determined. Forty-eight per 
cent the interns who responded the questionnaire placed major 
emphasis selection. About three per cent ascribed the good 
records the training itself, and sixteen per cent fortunate 
choice work assignments, including good contacts with influential 
persons. Perhaps the truest appraisal was that made about 
thirty-three per cent the interns who believed that the good 
records resulted from combination the above-mentioned factors. 
Poor selection, faulty training program, inadequate supervision 
by, ineffective association with, agency personnel—any one 
these could easily jeopardize the effectiveness any training 
program. 

Forty-seven those who responded the questionnaire could 
identified being currently employed agencies the Gov- 
ernment. Twenty-three these, approximately half, said that 
they “probably would not have entered government service” except 
for the internship program. Eighteen declared that they “probably 
would have” entered such employment, and six affirmed that they 
“would have” entered the government service. these forty-seven 
are representative the two hundred fifty-six interns who entered 
upon public-service careers, and there reason believe that they 
are, then approximately half those who have entered upon such 
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careers probably would not have done except for the training 
program the Institute. Consequently, appears that with respect 
recruitment alone the Institute made significant contribution 
the improvement our public service. 

During the dozen years that encompassed its life, the National 
Institute Public Affairs, through its own program and through 
other training programs that were inspired it, made its influence 
felt increasingly throughout the agencies the Federal Govern- 
ment. The interns themselves contributed substantially this re- 
sult they performed their work assignments found new Gov- 
ernment employment after their training had been completed. The 
experience accumulated the Institute encourages growing 
belief that the method internship talented young persons can 
trained effectively for the public service. 
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